Talking points EXAMPLE 
These talking points were recently used for a request to the state for $4 million dollars.  We want to prepare you for interaction with elected officials as much as possible, so the talking points are on top and a brief description of the issue is below to ensure that you are fully updated on the matter and prepared to answer any questions that may arise.

Talking points for conversation with Senator Williams:

1) The Houston Food Bank has a $4 million request for our new program, Serving for Success, that has been authored by Senator Whitmire and is currently sitting in Article 11.  It needs to be pulled from Article 11 and placed in the Texas Department of Criminal Justice’s (TDCJ’s) budget.

2) This is a one-time request.  The $4 million investment made in this budget will be repaid before the end of the biennium – our program will save the state over $4 million per year for the life of the program.

3) This request will allow the Houston Food Bank to more to a much needed larger facility, which will allow us to distribute 84 million MORE pounds of food EACH year within 10 years  

4) The Serving for Success program breaks the cycle of family criminality and reduces recidivism by at least 10% (TDCJ expects recidivism to reduce by up to 40%).  

5) This leads to more self-sufficient constituents/voters.  

6) This is a unique program that is replicable across the state and nation – Houston Food Bank is creating a new model for inmate/less advantaged citizen integration in combination with increase food to hungry constituents.

In case Senator Williams is not personally familiar with Serving for Success, here are some facts:

1) Serving for Success is a collaborative program of the Houston Food Bank that will train prisoners and probationers for living wage jobs while they work at the Houston Food Bank.

2) Serving for Success primary partners include the Texas Department of Criminal Justice, Harris County Adult Probation and Houston Community College.

3) Through the program, the Houston Food Bank will be able to grow and feed more hungry people while keeping costs down.  Recidivism will be reduced among prisoner participants, which will result in annual cost avoidance of $4 million to Texas taxpayers.

4) The program is in the pilot phase now and will be fully implemented when the Houston Food Bank moves to its new home in the summer of 2010.  The Food Bank will be purchasing SYSCO’s current distribution facility.

5) In addition to warehouse certification and other technical trades, participants will also learn culinary skills at the Food Bank’s Keegan Center, an industrial kitchen located on the North Freeway.
