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Filling pantries. Filling lives.



     
Houston Food Bank

3811 Eastex Freeway                                                                                                    September 1, 2009
Houston, TX  77026

713-223-3700

www.houstonfoodbank.org
 Houston Food Bank Receives UPS Foundation Gift
The UPS Foundation is the charitable arm of UPS (NYSE: UPS)

The grant benefits the Houston Food Bank’s Volunteer Services Department

HOUSTON …This $5,000 gift enables the Houston Food Bank (HFB) to support the Food Bank’s volunteer recognition program, tentatively titled the ‘Apple of Our Eye’ program. ‘The Apple of Our Eye’ program is a two-tiered recognition program designed to acknowledge HFB volunteers for 1) regularity, and 2) longevity. Funding would be used to pay for recognition items (pens, pencils, bracelets, water bottles, certificate paper for recognition awards, etc); as well as for three (3) flat panel televisions that would be placed in the Food Bank’s lobby, and other strategic locations, and play a message loop. The loop would cycle through information on HFB and volunteerism, volunteer recognition (an individual or group’s metrics for a recent volunteer visit—poundage processed, etc), and could also be used to provide HFB volunteer orientation. This would provide recognition to volunteers with the aim to increase volunteer return-rate and also enhance operational efficiencies related to volunteer orientation. Volunteer Services staff anticipate that the return-rate will increase from approximately 20% (currently) to 30% (anticipated). 

Volunteers play an important part in supporting the Food Bank fulfill the mission of leading the fight against hunger. The Volunteer Services Department coordinates with volunteers who together contribute more than 160,000 hours of service each year. HFB’s volunteer base (approximately 700 individuals each week) consists of individuals, groups (such as civic organizations, churches, and corporations) and court appointed volunteers. This volunteer support is the equivalent of approximately 80 full-time staff, and enables the Food Bank to comprehensively meet the ever-increasing need to provide food to Houston-area residents living at-risk of hunger and food-insecurity.

In 2008, The UPS Foundation distributed $46.9 million worldwide through grants that benefit organizations such as the Houston Food Bank and provide support for building stronger communities.

((((((((((((

Established in 1951 and based in Atlanta, Ga., The UPS Foundation identifies specific areas where its backing clearly impacts social issues. In support of this strategic approach, The UPS Foundation has identified the following focus areas for giving: non-profit effectiveness, economic and global literacy, encouraging diversity, community safety and environmental sustainability.

“The UPS Foundation is committed to funding impactful programs that make a meaningful difference in our communities—so we are proud to support Houston Food Bank’s efforts to increase volunteer recruitment, recognition, and retention,” said Ken Sternad, President of The UPS Foundation. 

The Houston Food Bank is filling pantries and filling lives.  Each week, more than 80,000 people can eat thanks to the network of 400 charities that receive fresh produce, meat and non-perishables from the Food Bank.  More than 46 million pounds of food travels from the Houston Food Bank to reach hungry people in 18 southeast Texas counties.  
