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Filling pantries. Filling lives.



MEDIA ADVISORY

Contact: Paula Murphy, 713/520-7111
paula@pattersonandmurphy.com

                                                                                                                      November 16, 2009
For Immediate Release

Randalls to Donate 1,500 Turkeys for Thanksgiving Dinners

Annual gift will feed thousands of hungry Houstonians

WHAT:  In the spirit of Thanksgiving, Randalls Food Markets is giving 1,500 turkeys to the Houston
   Food Bank for distribution via 20 of their local hunger relief member agencies to families at

   risk for hunger in our community.  The agencies will gather at Randalls Flagship 9660

   Westheimer at Gessner.  
   These turkeys are the equivalent to approximately 15,000 pounds of turkey, which is

   more than 28,000 protein-rich servings!!

WHEN:  Thursday, November 19 ~ 10 a.m.
WHERE:  Randalls Flagship Store, 9660 Westheimer @ Gessner 
WHO:  Randalls Food Markets President Tom Schwilke, Houston Food Bank COO Stan Edde,
Houston Food Bank staff and hunger relief agency volunteers  
VISUALS:   (  Houston Food Bank volunteers loading donated turkeys into vehicles driven by

             representatives of partner hunger relief agencies
         (  Hunger relief agency representatives talking about what the donation means to the

people they serve

         (  Randalls and Houston Food Bank executives and staff discussing the donation

         (  Possibly customers depositing donated food items into the Red Barrels, illustrating

             what Houstonians can do to help provide holiday dinners to the hungry

Hunger Statistics:  

· On any given day, 35,000 children, women and men of all ages suffer torment of hunger

· As many as 932,000 southeast Texans are food insecure, meaning they are not sure that they will be able to eat tomorrow

· A recent study shows that Texas has the highest rate of childhood food insecurity for children under age 18 (22.1 percent)
· Houston Food Bank helps feeds 80,000 different people each week and 498,000 people each year
About the Houston Food Bank 

The Houston Food Bank is the largest source of free and low-cost food for hungry people in 18 southeast Texas counties.  A network of 400 charities, feeding a total of 80,000 people each week, receives more than 46 million pounds of food and prepared meals annually.  Fresh produce, meat and nonperishables are distributed from Herzstein Center, a 73,000 square-foot warehouse, and hot meals are prepared and distributed from Keegan Center, a 15,000 square-foot industrial kitchen. Additional community services range from nutrition education to assistance with food stamp applications and hands-on job training.  Red Barrels offer a convenient way for grocery shoppers to donate nonperishables for their neighbors in need.  The Houston Food Bank, founded in 1982, is a certified member of Feeding America, the nation’s food bank network.  The organization plans to grow to an annual distribution of 120 million pounds of food by 2018.
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