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March 10, 2009
US Congressman Chet Edwards
111 University Drive East, Suite 216
College Station, TX 77840
Dear Congressman Edwards,

Intro:  Please include basic intro information about your agency.  

Ex:  Northwest Assistance Ministries works with the Houston Food Bank to serve your district by distributing X pounds of food to your constituents in need per month.  We do this because X.

In support of missions like ours across the country, President Obama has committed to ending childhood hunger by 2015.  I ask that you support this initiative through the investment of new federal funding in child nutrition programs in the FY 2010 budget.

Body:  Please use any/all of the following talking points plus your own experiences and stories.

· A strong FY 2010 – 2011 budget will allow Congress to make the bold steps necessary to reduce child hunger through the Child Nutrition Reauthorization later this year. 
· We support an increase in universal, in-class school breakfast programs that help children focus throughout the day; therefore learning more.
· Elimination of the reduced-price lunch category to remove unnecessary bureaucracy and provide a free lunch to all children whose parents make below 185% of the poverty line.
· These investments will better the health and well-being of a generation of school-children who are now facing rising rates of both hunger and obesity/diabetes. 
· One in four Texas children currently live in a home with food insecurity, meaning they don’t know where their next meal will come from

· One in five Texas children is medically obese, in large part because they do not have access to healthy food.

Conclusion:  Please thank your congressman or senator for their commitment to end childhood hunger and invite them to contact you (or Sydney Abbott, Public Policy Coordinator, Houston Food Bank at sabbott@houstonfoodbank.org or 713-547-8611) for further information on hunger and food insecurity affecting their constituents.

Sincerely,
Name

Title
